DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
Then, Mr. Hudson asked, what was the solution, what should
England do about it?
No one wants to introduce similar methods. We do not want
to see the cost of bread increased in England because we buy
in competition with Germany wheat from Rumania at over
the world price. But clearly we have to meet this competition
in the case of Poland, and the Government has made a survey
of all the possible methods* The only way the Government
sees is by organizing our industries in such a way that they
will be able to speak as units with their opposite numbers in
Germany and say, 'Unless you are prepared to put an end to
this form of competition and come to an agreement on market
prices which represent a reasonable return, then we will fight
you and beat you at your own game'.
That is not an answer, unless you improve the conditions of
your workpeople. It is not enough to say that you will at all costs
defend the profits of your manufacturers — unless you are simul-
taneously prepared to raise the standard of living of your work-
people.
Clearly [said Mr. Hudson] this country is infinitely stron-
ger than, I was going to say, any country, but certainly
Germany, Therefore we have a great advantage, which
would result in our winning the fight
At last, at long last, and after so many years of warnings, the
danger seems to have been realized, But you will have to gird
your loins as you never did before, if you are really going to
win this fight. You are faced with a country immensely strong in
arms and immensely strong in real wealth — not gold bars In the
vault of the national bank, but industry, agriculture, the thrift and
energy of the workpeople, and the conditions of life they enjoy*
In Germany now they have a mighty organization, equipped
with full powers, for improving the lot of the workpeople in
factories and workshops. Their engineers and social workers and
artists go into the factories and see what needs to be done* They
say that a shower-room, a recreation room, a restaurant, a medical
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